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GLOBE MANUFACTURING COMPANY, LLC
ANSI  COMPLIANCE REQUIRED FOR
FIREFIGHTERS TURNOUT CLOTHING

ANSI/ISEA 107, American National Standard for High Visibility Safety Apparel and Headwear, offers three different performance classes, Performance Class 1, Performance Class 2, and Performance Class 3, as well as Performance Class E, specific to waistband trousers and shorts.   Generally speaking, fire fighter activities would fall into either Class 2 or Class 3.  In order to meet either of these two classes, the ANSI standard requires a fluorescent  background material (i.e. a lime yellow or red orange background).   Currently there is no turnout gear outer shell fabric available that is able to comply with that requirement, and so no protective fire fighting gear is compliant to ANSI 107 Class 2 or 3. 
How good is the visibility you get from your turnout gear?  A human factors research report published in April of 2008 by the University of Michigan Transportation Research Institute (UMTRI) concludes that “in terms of pedestrian conspicuity there is no apparent difference between ANSI/ISEA 107-2004-compliant Class 2 vests, which meet the requirements of recent FHWA rulemaking (23 CFR part 634), and an ANSI-ISEA 2007-2006-compliant vest, or a turnout gear coat that is compliant with NFPA 1971-2007.”

Current published or proposed Federal regulatory language will require firefighters to wear high visibility vests.  The US Department of Transportation, docket number FHWA-2007-28977 is open for comments on the 2009 Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways (MUTCD), which will define future US worker high visibility regulations.   The problem is that there are no requirements for either flame resistance or thermal stability placed upon these vests, and no practical consideration for vest compatibility with firefighter gear or activities. Firefighters working within the rights-of-way of Federal-aid highways will be required to wear these potentially flammable vests over their turnout gear.

The UMTRI report concludes that NFPA 1971 turnouts can be as effective at creating conspicuity as the vest that you will be required to wear once the new FHWA rules are adopted.  If you think that the fire service should be able to comply with new Federal high visibility regulations by using NFPA 1971 turnout gear, then consider making a comment to the Federal Highway Administration requesting that this option be added to the 2009 MUTCD.  We have provided instructions on how to enter a comment on the FHWA website, or you may use the sample comment provided.   The sample comment requests that the FHWA include an option for fire service personnel to be able to meet the high visibility garment requirement by wearing PPE with high visibility materials in a pattern compliant with design specifications of NFPA 1971-2007.  If you wish a complete copy of the UMTRI study, which supports this option, you may request one electronically by contacting the University of Michigan Transportation Research Institute at mlmeff@umich.edu or by contacting Globe Manufacturing Company at info@globefiresuits.com.

The public comment period ends on July 31, 2008 and we urge you to take a moment to submit a comment on this important safety related issue.  
How to submit comments:

ADDRESSES: Mail or hand deliver comments to the U.S. Department of Transportation, Dockets Management Facility, 1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE., Washington, DC 20590, or submit electronically at www.regulations.gov or fax comments to (202) 493-2251.  All comments must include the docket number that appears in the heading of this document.  (taken from the U.S. regulations.gov website)
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Comment on Docket # FHWA-2007-28977

I have just learned that recent scientific work by the University of Michigan Transportation Research Institute (UMTRI) showed that there is no apparent difference in high visibility performance between ANSI 107-2004 Class 2 vests, ANSI 207-2006 vests, and NFPA 1971-2007 turnout garments.  Firefighters need to have the option to use turnouts to comply with the new Federal high visibility PPE regulations, so they can have high visibility safety apparel that is completely compatible with the fire service’s risk environment.  Since there are no requirements for flame or heat resistance for protective apparel in the ANSI standards,  I request that the FHWA include an option in the 2009 MUTCD Ch. 6 for fire service personnel to be able to meet the high visibility garment requirement by wearing PPE with high visibility materials and design compliant to NFPA 1971 Standard on Protective Ensembles for Structural Fire Fighting.

Signature:__________________________________________







