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In 2005, the latest year for which there is information available, 3,675 people were killed in fires across the United States with 82% of them occurring in residential occupancies, according to the U.S. Fire Administration and the National Fire Protection Association.  On average, a fire breaks out in a home every 83 seconds and someone dies in a residential fire every 143 minutes.  In addition to the death toll, fires caused $7 billion in residential property damage in 2005.

Additional facts regarding fatal fires in the United States include:

· A vast majority of the victims in residential fires were killed by smoke, not burn injuries, by a ratio of 6:1.  

· Children under five and adults over 65 are at a higher risk from fires as compared to the average adult.

· Smoking is the leading cause of residential fatal fire deaths
· 28% of the fatal home fire victims were disabled in some way before the fire, including physical disabilities, age-related limitations or impairment from alcohol or drugs

· 40% of the fatal fire victims did not wake up before being killed

· It is estimated by the NFPA that 96% of the homes in the United States are equipped with smoke alarms, but not all of these are operational.

· Seventy-four percent of the residential fire deaths take place in homes where there are no smoke alarms or the smoke alarm did not operate.

· Home fire deaths would decrease by 36% if all homes had a working smoke alarm, according to the NFPA.

· In one- and two-family homes, residential sprinklers in combination with smoke alarms can reduce the number of fire deaths by 82%

Steps that you can take to protect yourself from becoming a victim of a tragic fire include:

· Live in housing equipped with an automatic fire sprinkler system

· Make sure that you know two ways out, no matter where you are-in your home, apartment, at work, a restaurant, a movie theater or a nightclub.

· Whenever an alarm sounds-take action and get out!

· Install a smoke alarm on every level and in every bedroom 

· Never disable smoke alarms or remove the batteries.  If a smoke alarm is regularly being activated by cooking or by steam from a shower, relocate it, don’t remove it.

· Maintain smoke alarms by replacing the batteries every year, cleaning the alarm on a regular basis and testing them monthly.

· Replace smoke alarms every ten years

· Interconnected smoke alarms, either hardwired or wireless, provide a higher level of safety, making sure that everyone will be alerted to a fire and have time to escape

· Properly dispose of smoking materials, making sure they are fully extinguished.

· Do not smoke in bed or while impaired.

· Check seat cushions to make sure there are no cigarettes that have rolled out of site.

· Use fire-safe cigarettes

· Get a fire extinguisher and, more importantly, learn how to use it before the fire breaks out.
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Notes on Source Materials

Smoke Alarms

According to on estimate from the NFPA, 96% of the homes in the US are equipped with at least one smoke alarm (but not all of them are operational). (US Experience with Smoke Alarms, 11/04, p. i)

Approximately 40% of the reported home fires occur in the 4% of the homes without smoke alarms.  (US Experience with Smoke Alarms, 11/04, p i)

70% of the home fire deaths occurred in homes with either no some alarms or in which none of the smoke alarms sounded. (US Experience with Smoke Alarms, 11/04, p i)

“3/4 of all U.S. homes have at least one working smoke alarm.”  (US Experience with Smoke Alarms, 11/04, p18)

If every home had a working smoke alarms, home fire deaths would decrease by 36% (US Experience with Smoke Alarms, 11/04, p i)

“Smoke alarm failures usually result from missing, disconnected, or dead batteries.”  (US Experience with Smoke Alarms, 11/04, p i)

Tips from the Educational Messages Advisory Committee to NFPA’s Public Education Division

· Choose a smoke alarm that bears the label of a recognized testing laboratory.

· Install smoke alarms on every level of the home and outside all sleeping areas.  For added safety, install smoke alarms in every room where people sleep.

· To increase safety even further, have a qualified electrician install hard-wired interconnected smoke alarms so that when one sounds they all sound.

· Install a new battery in all conventional smoke alarms at least once a year.  Immediately install a new battery if an alarm “chirps,” warning the battery is low.

· Replace smoke alarms that use extended life (10-year) batteries when the alarm chirps or fails to respond to periodic testing.  The batteries in these units cannot be replaced.

· Replace all smoke alarms when they are 10 years old.

· Test your smoke alarms every month.  Use the test button or an approved smoke substitute, and clean the units, both in accordance with the manufacturers’ instructions.  Do not use an open-flame device for testing because of the danger the flame could pose.

· Special smoke alarms are made for people who are deaf or hard-of-hearing.  These smoke alarms use strobe (Flashing) lights.  The use of vibrating devices may provide additional benefit in some cases.

· Smoke and fire kill.  Fire is fast.  You may have less than three minutes to get to safety.

· Smoke is toxic. Get low and go under smoke.

· Working smoke alarms provide early warning, especially when you’re asleep.

· If a fire occurs, having a smoke alarm reduces your risk of dying in a home fire by 50%.

· Will everyone wake up to the sound of the smoke alarm?  Practice first.

(US Experience with Smoke Alarms, 11/04, p ii)

“If a home fire occurs, smoke alarms reduce the risk of death by 40 to 50%”  (US Experience with Smoke Alarms, 11/04, p 11)

“In homes with smoke alarms, 20% had one that worked.”  (US Experience with Smoke Alarms, 11/04, p16)

Smoking Problem

Latest statistics available are 2003.  

· 25,600 smoking-material structure fires.

· 760 civilian fire deaths

· 1,520 civilian injuries

· $481 million direct property damage  (p. i)

Mattresses, bedding, upholstered furniture and trash are the items most commonly ignited in smoking-material home fires.

“One out of four fatal victims of smoking-material fires is not the smoker whose cigarette started the fire.” (p. i)

Smoking materials is the leading cause of fire deaths in the US and has been for a number of years.  (p. i)

One out of four U.S. structure fire deaths in 2003. (p. 1)

Messages from USFA/NFPA

· If you smoke, smoke outside.

· Whenever you smoke, use deep, wide, sturdy ashtrays.  Ashtrays should be set on something sturdy and hard to ignite, like an end table.

· Before you throw out butts and ashes, make sure they are out, and dowsing them in water or sand is the best way to do that.

· Check under furniture cushions and in other places people smoke for cigarette butts that may have fallen out of sight.

· Smoking should not be allowed in a home where oxygen is used.

· To prevent a deadly cigarette fire, you have to be alert.  You won’t be if you are sleepy, have been drinking, or have taken medicine or other drugs.

· If you smoke, choose fire-safe cigarettes.  They are less likely to cause fires.

Smoking-Material Fire Problem 8/06, p i

Include information on the fire-safe cigarette

Fires in the United States

NFPA report Fire Loss in the US 2005 9/06

· 1.6 million fires attended by fire departments

· 511,000 structure fires

· 396,000 (78%) of all fires in residential properties

· Every 20 seconds a fire department responds to a fire somewhere in the nation

· A fire occurs in a structure at the rate of one very 61 seconds and in residential fire every 80 seconds  (p. i)

· 3,675 civilian fire deaths in 2005

· 82% occurred in the home

· 3,030 fire deaths in the home

· Civilian fire death every 143 minutes

· 17,925 civilian fire injuries

· 13,825 civilian injuries occur in residential properties

· Civilian injury every 29 minutes (p. ii)

$11 billion in property damage in 2005

$7 billion in residential properties (p. iii)

NFPA Characteristics of Home Fire Victims, 7/05

· Ratio of smoke inhalation fatalities to burn deaths is 6 to 1, 1999 to 2002 NFIRS data (p. i)

· Children under five are 74% more likely to die in a home fire than average person

· Older adults 65 or over are twice as likely to die than the average person

· 28% of fatal home fire victims had some sort of disability, age related limitation or impairment from alcohol or other drugs before the fire began (p. ii)

· Two of ever five fatal fire victims never wake up before being injured. (p. ii)

· More than half of the people injured, but not killed, in home fires were trying to fight the fire or rescue someone when they were injured. (p. ii)

U.S. Experience with Sprinklers

82% reduction when residential sprinklers and smoke alarms are present (p. 37)
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